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unmeaning, has been usually explained by being shown to indicate certain conditions of chemical constitution or of temperature.
But whatever difficulty there may be in explaining details, there remains no doubt whatever of the fundamental fact that all the stars are true suns, differing no doubt in size, and their stage of development as indicated by the colour or intensity of their light or heat, but all alike possessing a photosphere or light-emitting surface, and absorptive atmospheres of various qualities and density.
Innumerable other details, such as the often contrasted colours of double stars, the occasional variability of their spectra, their relations to the nebula;, the various stages of their development and other problems of equal interest, have occupied the continued attention of astronomers, spectroscopists, and chemists, but further reference to these difficult questions would be out of place here. The present sketch of the nature of spectrum-analysis applied to the stars is for the purpose of making its principle and method of observation intelligible to every educated reader, and to illustrate the marvellous precision and accuracy of the results attained by it. So confident are astronomers of this accuracy that nothing less than perfect correspondence of the various bright lines in the spectrum of an element in the laboratory, with the dark lines in the spectrum of the sun or of a star, is required before the presence of that element is accepted as proved. As Miss Clerke tersely puts it: " Spectroscopic coincidences admit of no compromise. Either they are absolute or they are worthless,"
